HOMILY – ASCENSION THURSDAY – May 10th 2018
Once upon a time, in a small village in a remote part of Africa, a new chief arrived to lead the people.  The chief was reputed to be very wise.  Soon after his arrival, some young kids in the village set out to see just how wise this new chief really was. One of the kids caught a small bird, and he cupped the bird in his hands, and brought it to the chief.  He said to the new leader: “Great chief, we want to learn from your great wisdom.  I hold a small bird in my hands. Tell me, is it dead or alive?”  The other children snickered as they watched, knowing that their friend had set up an impossible situation for the chief.  If he said the bird was alive, their friend could break the tiny bird’s neck – without being detected – by a simple flick of his thumb. If the chief said the bird was dead, the boy would open his hands and the bird would fly away. But the chief was very wise indeed.  
He said to the boy:  “I don’t know if the little bird is dead or alive. I do know, however, that whether it lives or dies is in your hands.
It’s in your hands. That’s the message communicated to us on this Ascension Thursday. The message of the Good News is in our hands.  Jesus had no back up plan. He counted upon Peter, James & John and the many women who had been his disciples to get the message out there.  He counts on us today because there’s no back-up plan.
Many times, we can be like the disciples in today’s first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  We stand around gazing up to the sky looking for someone else to make a move and to make a difference in the world.  
“Someone Else” is the theme of our upcoming “Ministry Fair” weekend (June 2nd and 3rd) (Corpus Christi).  It’s often “someone else’s” task to get the job done. It’s “someone else’s” job to take the garbage out, to do the dishes, to visit the sick; to care for the infirmed; to fix a flat-tire or to mend a heart, to stand up for justice or to get involved in parish social ministry or to teach the faith to the next generation.
The message we get today is that we are the hands and feet and mind and voice of Christ in the world: working, not alone, but with the Spirit in the world. Jesus says to us again today – start moving. You, not me; I’m leaving.  It’s up to you now.  Whether the message of the Good News lives or dies is in your hands.
By our presence here today, we claim to be Christians – but how many of us take the task he left to us seriously? We’re willing, of course,  to pray and spend some time in Church; but how willing (and generous) are we  to carry our task out of the church and into our daily lives (into the world)?
Here’s a question for today: Why does Ascension – not get attention?  (Or, Why doesn’t the Ascension – get much attention?)  Because, implicitly, we assume “Someone Else” is responsible for evangelization and the implantation of the Good News. Insofar as we’re concerned, (insofar as it depends upon us) nothing is going to change in the world. Nothing is going to change, simply because we glorify Him, who sits at the hand of the Father.

Do you know what Jesus is doing there at the right hand of God?  It’s explained to us in the letter to the Hebrews – “He took his seat at the right hand of God, where he is waiting. Yes, waiting until his enemies are overcome – by us.  Jesus’ disciples were left behind on earth because of that.  That’s why he said to them: 
“I leave you as salt” “I leave you as yeast;”  “I leave you as light.”

We often, piously, think we should be waiting for Him. In actual fact, Jesus is waiting for us to act in his place, (with the Spirit) to build a better world. It’s not just “Someone Else’s” job to bring about the Kingdom – it’s yours and mine because there’s no back-up plan.  So, you know what: whether the Gospel message lives and makes a difference in our society – (like the little bird) – it’s in our hands.
