Homily – 4th Sunday of Lent B – March 18th 2018

We’re just 6 days away from St. Patrick’s Day’s, the Highest of Holy Days. Notice the banners –St. Patrick’s & St. Joseph’s (to give equal time to “Joe”!) But, of course, three’s a hierarchy of Saints: Mary/Patrick/Joseph, and then everybody else! Remember what Msgr. Lisante said 2 weeks ago? He said he’s half-Irish and half-Italian – the perfect combination! One side sins and the other side feels guilty about it! (He didn’t saw which was which, though!

You know, there’s a connection to St. Patrick’s Day in today’s Gospel! Guess what it is?  One of St. Patrick’s ancestors is mentioned in today’s Gospel! Guess who it is? Any ideas? It’s Nicholas O’Demus! St. John’s Gospel calls him Nicodemus, the Pharisee, but we can call him – “NICK O’DEMUS”!

And after the Resurrection of Jesus – guess who he married! Nick O’Demus married Cathy O’Toole!
And their great, great, great grandson (350 years later) was none other than St. Patrick himself!

But seriously, there’s another connection to today’s Gospel – a seasonal connection and a symbolic connection! Nicodemus comes to Jesus at night in the darkness! He’s like the Nickelodeon series; “Nick at Nite” (the sitcom re-runs?)

Today’s Gospel presents us with Jesus’s conversation with Nicodemus – about light and darkness! And that’s exactly where we find ourselves on this day as the clocks move forward to save “daylight”!

It always amazes me how much a change like “daylight savings time” can make in people’s moods and spirits!  Most of us probably aren’t happy to lose an hour’s sleep, but the psychological benefits are real! 

Tonight we might find ourselves looking out the window  (maybe) around 6 PM, and just taking in the light, enjoying it, delighting in it, and knowing that the days will grow even longer as the weeks move into spring and summer!

Sometimes we don’t realize how much our minds; our moods; our hearts and souls get stuck in wanting to leave the darkness behind - until we find ourselves in the light of longer days! Our spirits can be lifted, too, when we hear in the gospel today that: “Jesus didn’t come into the world to condemn it, but rather that the world might be saved through him.”  But we might be so taken by those words that we miss what follows:  “And this is the verdict.”  Jesus came to save – not to condemn - and yet, there’s a verdict!  St. John’s Gospel tells us: “And this is the verdict, that the light came into the world, but people preferred the darkness to the light.”

I know that when I look out my window these days, I do very much prefer the light to the darkness!  But the scripture here is posing a different option: not the darkness and light of changing seasons, but rather the desire to leave behind the shadows of selfishness and sin and to stand in the light of God’s grace and truth!

So, in that sense which do you and I prefer: the light – or the darkness?  The darkness here would be the shadows in which I hide, keeping secret any desires and deeds of mine I’d be ashamed to bring out into the light!  The darkness would be the cloud cover that keeps the light from shining on my envy of what others have!
The darkness might be in lonely corners where I hide  my vulnerable heart and shield it from the risks and costs of love!  The darkness might be in caves where I store up my anger, and grudges and resentment, secluding them from the healing light of God’s mercy!  Or perhaps the darkness is disguised by a smile: an outward, bright appearance masking the gloom inside!

The darkness might be any one or all of the ways I satisfy myself with less: with less than what God wants of me; with less than what God asks of me; with less than what God offers me; with less than what God made and calls me to be - a child of the light, drawn to the light, ultimately satisfied (and only truly happy) in the light of God’s grace and truth!
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So, as it is with the change of seasons, so it can be in our hearts and souls: We often don’t know how deep is the darkness we live in, until we take a step or two into the light!

Lent is a time for discerning which we prefer: the light or the darkness!  In being more faithful to prayer in this season: I can find myself in the light of God’s presence to see more clearly the truth of who I am and what I prefer!  In fasting (in giving things up for Lent): the light of truth shines on my habits and hungers, (on what I rely and depend upon), and I can see more clearly in what, or in whom I place my trust!  In serving the poor in these 40 days: the light of grace exposes my abundance, my need to have (and to have more) so I see more clearly how I’m called to share what I have with those who have so much less!

It’s not hard at all to see how we prefer the light of spring’s long days to the darkness of a long winter!  But it takes much more work to discern whether we prefer the light or the darkness in our relationship with God and with one another!

With this weekend, the 4th Sunday of Lent, Lent is half over!  You might be thinking – wow that was fast! 
Guess it’s time to start thinking about doing something for Lent!” And if that’s the case, remember this:
It’s never too late to get on board the Lent train! That train is making a stop here today! This is the station!
Jesus is the Conductor and He’s calling, “All aboard!”  There’s even a dining car on the Lent train and there’s a place at the table reserved for you and me, where the Lord, who was “lifted up for our sakes on the Cross” shares His sacrifice and Himself again, Body and Blood, in the Bread and Cup of the Eucharist!

As we ride the Lent train towards Easter, with Nicolas O’Demus, with St. Patrick and St. Joseph and with one another: Let’s take a window seat or get a window view and look out every day and be grateful for the light in the sky and the promise of light at the end of our darkest tunnels!

[bookmark: _GoBack]We’ve already lost an hour today,  but let’s work at and pray FOR SOME SPIRITUAL – DAY-LIGHT SAVINGS TIME as we seek to prefer the light to the darkness!
