Pastor’s Homily – ASSUMPTION – August 15th 2018


I often begin a homily with a story to connect (in some way) to the readings, the theme or the feast. On this Assumption Day, I’d like to tell you a little story about one of my (many) nieces, Allison. Allison is in the process of planning her wedding to her fiancée.  She asked if she could have the wedding Mass here at Cure even though she doesn’t live anywhere near Merrick. (She claims she knows somebody who works here!)  Having her wedding here makes this a “destination” wedding! I asked her why she chose Friday, November 2nd to get married.  She said, “Because that’s the day my father (your brother) made the arrangements for the wedding reception.  It’s a Friday and it’s cheaper than Saturdays!”

I told her that she chose a very unique day ‘Catholic’of the year to get married. She knew that November 1st is – All Saint’s Day! But she didn’t make a connection to November 2nd. I told her that it’s All Souls’ Day, also known as: “The Day of the Dead!”  Allison said, “Oh! That’s spooky! Maybe I’d better choose another date!”  I said “you better not – your father will kill you;  and your mother will kill me for telling you about this! No-o-o! Too Late!  But, actually, it’s a perfect day because … November 2nd will forever be your anniversary of marriage and can be a reminder to the two of you that your “job” (your joint mission) as husband and wife is to help get each other to heaven!   Heaven is the ultimate goal and destination of all our lives, and every vocation!

The Feast of the Assumption is about one word – Heaven!  That is our ultimate “destination!” … If you Google the word “heaven,” the first phrase you’ll get is “Heaven is For Real.”  It’s an advertisement for the wonderful movie, and even better book, entitled “Heaven is For Real.”  That’s what this feast of the Assumption of Mary is all about for us – Heaven!  It’s a reminder that where Mary has gone, we hope to follow!

The Assumption tells us that heaven is for real and that what God did for Mary, God promises to do for us.  Faith in the Assumption is rooted in our belief in the Resurrection.  It’s a reminder that death isn’t the end for any of us, and it provides a vision of what God offers us – a promise to “see God face to face!” It reminds us of what we profess in our Creed – namely, that we believe “in the resurrection of the body, and life of the world to come!”  Heaven is for real!  

This belief in the Assumption dates back to the Apostles themselves, although it was only in 1950 that the Assumption was defined as dogma.  From the very start of the faith, whenever someone truly important to the spread of the faith died, some sort of shrine was built at or near the place of his or her burial, so that proper respect (and even veneration) could be offered.  This is what happened in Rome at the burial site of St. Peter!  Later, relics of saints became important. Here at Curé, there are relics of St. John Vianney, St. Faustina, St. Catherine Laboure, St. Pope John Paul II, and others.  

But you know, there were never any relics of Mary to be venerated – which is strange, given her importance to the faith.  What does exist is an empty tomb on the edge of Jerusalem near the site of her death that became a place of pilgrimage for the early Christians.  Today, the beautiful Benedictine Abbey of the Dormition of Mary stands on the spot.

In the Year 451, when church leaders gathered in Constantinople for the Council of Chalcedon, the Emperor asked the Patriarch of Jerusalem to bring the relics of Mary to Constantinople so that they could be enshrined there. The Patriarch had to explain that there we no relics of Mary!  He said that Mary had died in the presence of the apostles; but her tomb (when later opened) was found empty and so the apostles concluded that her body was taken up (“assumed”) into heaven!  Mary was “transferred” body and soul to heaven. There’s a distinction between the Ascension and the Assumption.  Jesus ascended to heaven by His own power.  Mary is assumed into heaven, not by her power, but by the grace of God. 
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So what does this mean for us? The Assumption of Mary was the work of eternal love.  That same love brings her close to us.  To go to heaven isn’t to leave us alone.  In the “Communion of Saints,” we believe that we have a “neighborly relationship” with those in heaven.  The miracle of love can dissolve all spaces.  Physical presence is desirable, but when it’s not available, love maintains the union.

In Mary’s case, love’s gravity brought about her total union with her son.  Because Jesus loved His mother so much, He desired to grant her the privilege of bodily assumption, as well as spiritual union after her “falling asleep in the Lord.”  “Heaven is for real.”  And that, while our departed loved ones are temporarily separated from us physically, the ultimate goal and destination is, like Mary, total union with God and all our loved ones.

So, I think November 2nd is a very symbolic day for a couple to be married in Christ at the altar. My niece’s wedding “destination” is this altar. She and her future husband’s ultimate destination is the altar on high – heaven. The vocation we each have is to help each other get to heaven, especially husbands and wives and all ministers of the church. How do we get to that “place?” – by striving to do everything we’re supposed to do in order to be found worthy of the Kingdom of heaven.

Msgr. Frank Caldwell
