St. John Marie Baptiste Vianney
Our Patron Saint

FEAST DAY: AUGUST 4, 2019
PATRON SAINT OF PRIESTS
Curé of Ars Roman Catholic Church
2323 Merrick Avenue, Merrick, NY 11566

St. John Marie Baptiste Vianney,
The Curé of Ars (1786 - 1859)
Jean-Marie Vianney, known as John in English, was born on
May 8, 1786 at Dardilly, France, one of six children born to
Matthieu and Marie Vianney, poor farmers. Three years later
the French Revolution broke out. During this time, priests who
refused to accept the Civil Constitution of the Clergy were
deported or put to death. The Vianneys, who were devout
Catholics, went to distant farms to hear Mass, celebrated by
loyal priests who risked their lives to bring the sacraments to
their flocks. At 13 years old, John, taught by two nuns who
lost their convent in the Revolution, made his first
communion and prepared for his confirmation in secrecy.

“Every

consecrated host is
made to burn itself up with
‘LOVE’ in a human heart.”
~St. John Vianney

John worked as a shepherd and didn’t begin his education
until he was 20 years old. He was called for military service
while in the seminary, and became a “delinquent conscript”
because of illness, and hid to escape Napoleon’s police, until
1810, when deserters were granted amnesty.
Upon his return to school, he had difficulty learning Latin, and
twice failed his final exams required for ordination. He was
finally ordained at the age of 30, and was placed under the
direction of Father Balley, a holy priest in a neighboring
village, for further training.

Three years later, when Father Balley passed away, Father John Vianney was appointed to the poor
parish of Ars, a tiny town known for its dances, taverns and drunkenness. The new curé decided
that God would convert the town by its pastor doing penance for his parishioners. He spent 11 to
12 hours each day working to reconcile people with God. In the summer months, he often worked
16-hour days and refused to retire.
He slept only two hours each night, rising shortly after midnight, going to the church where he
remained kneeling without support until it was time for him to say Mass. His sleep was frequently
interrupted by the devil who assaulted him with deafening noises, insults, and physical attacks, and
once even setting his bed on fire. But Satan himself admitted that the Blessed Virgin Mary
protected the holy priest, and he was powerless over her. Many witnessed these diabolical
visitations, but the Curé accepted them as a matter of course and often joked about them.
Father John Vianney died peacefully on August 4, 1859. His exhumed body was found dried and
darkened, but incorrupt. Today, a wax mask covers his face. In 1904, his still intact heart was
removed and is displayed in a reliquary in a separate chapel. St. John Vianney, who as a student
had difficulties being accepted for the priesthood, was canonized in 1925 and was named later the
Patron of Parish Priests throughout the world. A man, who was considered only marginally fit to be
a priest, became a saint.
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▲Pictured above is the bedroom of St. John Vianney,
where many of his battles with the demonic took
▲While he was alive, the Curé d’Ars always
place. The devil assumed a bodily form to
refused to allow himself to be photographed.
terrify the priest from 1824-1858,
John Vianney was unwilling to give up
hundreds of times a year. Sometimes,
that space of time for something he
he was dragged out of bed by the
deemed a waste of time that he
ankles, or heard hideous screams
could be devoting to the
of Satan himself singing
care of souls. As a result,
“Private prayer
in the night; one night
any pictures you see of
even setting his bed
him were taken right
is like straw scattered
aflame. After a while
after his death. He
here and there: If you set it
he stopped being
was dressed in his
terrified; all that
liturgical garments
on fire it makes a lot of little
Satan could effect
and in this way the
flames. But gather these straws
was a loss of sleep,
only photographs
which was at most
of
him were taken.
into a bundle and light them, and
only 2 to 3 hours
you get a mighty fire, rising like a
anyway. The devil
was heard to say, “If
column into the sky; public
there were three such
prayer is like that.”
priests as you, my
kingdom would be
~ St. John Vianney
ruined.”

◄Father John Vianney got
lost trying to find the small
town of Ars! He finally met
a shepherd boy, Antoine
Givre, on the same path
and asked for directions to
Ars. Antoine pointed him
in the right direction and
walked with him into the
small town of about 200
people. Upon their arrival the future saint said to the
boy, “My young friend, you have shown me the way
to Ars; I will show you the way to heaven.” The statue
also records that Antoine died 5 days after the curé on
9th August 1859.
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Father John Vianney gave the credit for any ▲
miracles that were performed during the time
he was at Ars to a young girl he referred to as
"his dear little saint -his representative and his
agent with God"-St. Philomena. He addressed
her by the most familiar and tender names, and
spared no efforts to induce others to invoke her
intercession in their needs of body and soul. He
once said, “Her virginity and generosity in
embracing her heroic martyrdom have
rendered her so agreeable to God that He will
never refuse her anything that she asks for us." It
is said that the Curé did everything for her and
Saint Philomena did everything for him.

Church of the Curé of Ars, Merrick, NY
In 1922, with several hundred people living in the village of
Merrick, there was a post office, a railroad depot, one
general store, a blacksmith shop and, on November 5th,
the Merrick mission of St. Barnabas parish. That day,
Father John J. Galvin, pastor of St. Barnabas Church,
Bellmore, celebrated the Mass in the firehall of the Merrick
Hook and Ladder Company No. 1.
Weekly Masses and religious instruction offered by Father
Galvin continued in the Merrick firehall for over four years.
When he died on January 15, 1925, his successor, Father
John D. Wynne, continued the work.
Father Wynne, realizing that the growth of the mission
required acquisition of a permanent site for a church, in the
The first Curé of Ars rectory in Merrick, NY.
summer of 1926, purchased a home and a piece of land
fronting 400 feet on the east side of Merrick Avenue. Built in 1880 by William Hewlett, the home
became the first rectory of the Merrick parish.
On October 10, 1926, Bishop Thomas E. Molloy elevated the Merrick mission to the status of an
independent parish, named for St. John Marie Baptiste Vianney, the Curé (or pastor) of Ars, France,
who was canonized on May 31, 1925. The Merrick church was the first American parish dedicated to
him. It was a parish only slightly larger than Ars itself. When John Vianney arrived in Ars, he had two
hundred parishioners; when Father Arthur Leonard, Curé’s founding pastor, arrived in Merrick, he had
fewer than three hundred parishioners.
Father Leonard (Monsignor Leonard Hall, our Parish Center, is named after him) entered a rectory
empty of all but a single broken chair. He had no church, no housekeeper and little money with which
to work but had a generous congregation. From their attics and cellars they brought their pastor
furniture. For several years, they brought his meals. Soon the pastor and his dedicated parishioners
had the parish organized and functioning. With the money saved on furniture and housekeeping (the
parish women also cleaned the rectory), and with several thousand dollars that the Bellmore pastors
had collected from the Merrick mission since 1922, Father Leonard paid off the interest on the rectory
property and began a drive for pledges to build a church, a drive which gathered $23,109 from 191
adults.
From November 1926, Father Leonard celebrated Mass in the rectory parlor, but as attendance
increased, the room proved too small. As a temporary solution, the parish men renovated a large barn
at the rear of the property and christened it “Barn Cathedral.” Still, on December 25, 1926, when the
first Christmas Midnight Mass was therein offered, though the night was cold and the pipes were leaky,
the barn was crowded to the doors.
Two years of prayer and planning, sacrifice and hard work preceded the groundbreaking for Curé of Ars
Church on May 17, 1928. Father Leonard turned the first spadeful of earth. Mrs. Johanna Mulcahy,
oldest parishioner and a member of Merrick’s first Catholic family, turned the next spadeful. Then the
other sixty-three parishioners present each broke ground. On September 9, 1928, the cornerstone was
laid, and just before that Christmas the building was completed. Parishioners filled the church at the
first Mass, Christmas Midnight.
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▲ When Father John J. Byrne was appointed
▲In October 2006, the Knights of Columbus stood
assistant pastor of Curé of Ars Parish in 1933, he
guard alongside a portrait, chalice and the
found a parish already building tradition with
incorrupt heart of St. John Vianney at Curé
its annual Gaudeamus (Latin for
of Ars Church, Merrick, NY. It was the
“may we rejoice”) festival on the
first time that the heart had been
feast of its’ patron, St. John
brought to the United States.
Vianney. This was an outdoor
Over 15,000 pilgrims waited
celebration featuring song,
on lines extending to
“Everything is a
an address on St. John’s
Sunrise Highway to
life by a parish layman,
pray, venerate the
reminder of the cross. We
a pictorial exhibition
heart and go to
ourselves are made in the shape
of his life, and
confession.
refreshments —
of a cross.”
a parish party, at the
shrine of St. John
~ St. John Vianney
Vianney.

▲ In preparation of
the 80th anniversary
of the Curé of Ars
Parish, the eleventh
pastor of Curé of Ars,
Fr. Charles Mangano,
had the “Chapel of St. John Vianney” built in 2006.
The chapel is home to the reliquary given to the parish
by Bishop Guy Bagnard of the Diocese of Belley-Ars,
France, who accompanied the incorrupt heart of
St. John Vianney on its first visit to Curé of Ars Parish in
October of 2006. The reliquary holds a first class relic
of our beloved patron saint, St. John Vianney.
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In April of 2019, the twelfth and current pastor ▲
of Curé of Ars, Monsignor Frank Caldwell and
the Parish of Curé of Ars welcomed back the
incorrupt heart of St. John Vianney during its’
nationwide pilgrimage. The major relic of the
incorrupt heart of St. Jean Vianney was
entrusted to the Knights of Columbus by the
Shrine of Ars, France, for a 7 month national
pilgrimage across the United States. In total, the
relic traveled almost 36,000 miles, almost one
and a half times the circumference of the Earth,
with more than a quarter of a million pilgrims
praying with and venerating the relic.

August 4, 2019
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Feast Day of St. John Vianney
Entrance
Preparation
Communion
Recessional

O Blest St. John Vianney
Loving & Forgiving
Bread Blessed and Broken
Blest Are They

(To the Tune of All Glory, Laud and Honor)
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(see below)
#665
#328
#629

▲ Fr. Robert Kline
Retired
◄Fr. Mark Kiszelewski
(2004)
Pastor
St. Cecilia,
Bainbridge Island, WA
(2013)

Fr. Francis Eisele ▲
Retired
Fr. James Mannion ►
(1966)
Pastor
St. James, Setauket, NY
Former Curé of Ars Pastor
(1981)

◄ Fr. Bruce Nieli,
CSP
Missionary of Mercy
(1973)

◄Fr. Joseph Schlafer
Pastor
St. John Nepomucene,
Bohemia, NY
(1975)

“The priesthood is the
love of the heart of
Jesus. When you see a
priest, think of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” .”
~St. John Vianney

◄Fr. Thomas Clerkin, CSP
Associate Pastor,
St. Paul the Apostle,
Los Angeles, CA
(1985)

▲Msgr. Robert Morrissey
▲ Fr. Kenneth Winkler Judicial Vicar, DRVC
(1983)
(1981)
R.I.P. 2001

Manuel Blanco, Seminarian
2 Theology - Theological College
at The Catholic University
of America
nd

▲ Fr. Kenneth Grooms
St. Aidan , Williston Park, NY
(2019)

Msgr. Robert Batule ►
Professor
St. Joseph Seminary,
Dunwoodie, Yonkers, NY
(1985)

Fr. Joseph Cooper ►
Pastor
St. Kathryn,
Hudson, NH
(1995)

Fr. Matthew Fernan ►
Pastor
St. Eugene, Yonkers, NY
(1989)

Fr. William Meyer, SM ▲
Assistant Provincial Fr. Richard Clarry ▲
(1979)
(1980)
R.I.P. 1986

Prayer of St. John Vianney
I love You, O my God, and my only desire is to love You
until the last breath of my life.
I love You, O my infinitely lovable God,
and I would rather die loving You, than live without loving You.
I love You, Lord and the only grace I ask is to love You eternally...
My God, if my tongue cannot say in every moment that I love You,
I want my heart to repeat it to You as often as I draw breath.

Prayer for Priests
By St. John Vianney
God, please give to your Church today
many more priests after your own heart.
May they be worthy representatives of Christ the Good Shepherd.
May they wholeheartedly devote themselves to prayer and penance;
be examples of humility and poverty;
shining models of holiness;
tireless and powerful preachers of the Word of God;
zealous dispensers of your grace in the sacraments.
May their loving devotion to your Son Jesus in the Eucharist
and to Mary his Mother
be the twin fountains of fruitfulness for their ministry. Amen.

