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Pastoral Staff

Msgr. Francis J. Caldwell
Rev. Henry Leuthardt

2018 Advent Events

Rev. Zachary Callahan
Rev. Joseph Fitzgerald

Advent Reconciliation (Confession)

Deacon Joseph Zubrovich
Deacon Ronald Federici

Every Saturday 4:00pm to 5:00pm
or by appointment in the Rectory

Pastor

Associate Pastor
In Residence

Permanent Deacons

Louis Cicalese and Kieran Maelia
Youth/Young Adult Ministries

Christmas Eve

Lisa Hudson

Monday, December 24th
Church: Vigil Masses 4:00pm, 6:00pm,
12:00 Midnight
Msgr. Leonard Hall: Vigil 4:00pm

Mass Schedule

Tuesday, December 25th
Church: 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00noon

Lee Hlavacek

Religious Ed/Curé Family Ministry
Parish Social Ministry/Stewardship
William Geasor, Business Manager
Patricia Ryan, Director of Music
Vladimir Tiagunov, Parish Musician

Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am, 1:00pm

Weekday Masses

Christmas Day

Rectory Office Closed

Monday - Thursday: 7:00am
Monday - Friday: 9:00am
Mondays and First Friday: 7:30pm
Saturday 8:30am (with Anointing of the Sick
on First Saturday only)

Monday, December 24th - 1/2 day (1:00pm)
Tuesday, December 25th

Devotions

Monday, December 31st
5:00pm Vigil Mass

Miraculous Medal Novena

New Year’s Eve

Monday - 9:00am and 7:30pm

Sacred Heart Novena

First Friday after 9:00am & 7:30pm Masses
with Benediction at 1:00pm & 9:00pm

Rosary

Monday - Friday 9:30am
Saturdays
9:00am

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
in the Divine Mercy Chapel
Monday 10:00am - Friday 10:00am
First Friday - after 9:00am Mass - 1:00pm
& 8:00pm - 9:00pm
Saturday - 4:00pm-5:00pm

Reconciliation (Confession)

Saturday 4:00pm to 5:00pm
After Masses on 1st & 3rd Sundays
and anytime by appointment.

S.E.A.S. Regional School
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
(516) 785-5709
www.STEAS.com

Pastor’s Email and Tel #:
Pastor@FatherFrank.org
516-623-1400 Ext. 103

Solemnity of Mary, t
he Holy Mother of God

Tuesday, January 1st
Masses: 7:00am, 9:00am, 12:00pm & 5:00pm

Rectory Office Closed

Monday, December 31st - 1/2 day (1:00pm)
Tuesday, January 1st

No Adoration
Monday or Tuesday, December 24-25
Monday or Tuesday, December 31-January 1

More details on www.cureofarschurch.org

Curé of Ars
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~ Fourth Sunday of Advent / Christmas ~

Dear Parishioners:
WELCOME: This week The Parish Family of Curé of Ars welcomes all our visitors who “come home for
Christmas!” Thank you for joining us! As St. Peter said to the Lord on Mt. Tabor – “It is good for us to be here.”
Thank you for making the time and creating the space in your heart for Jesus to be born again and anew. Merry Christmas.
I would also like to welcome Bishop Andrzej Zglejszewski, our Auxiliary Bishop and Episcopal Vicar. Bishop Andrzej will
be joining us to celebrate the Christmas Eve Vigil Mass in the Church at 4 PM. Welcome also to Father Bill Meyer, S.M.,
a “son” (a priestly vocation) of Curé of Ars Parish who serves on the Provincial Council of the Marianists, currently
stationed in Berkley, California. Fr. Bill is visiting his family (Ann & Chris) for the Season. Welcome Bishop Andrzej,
Father Bill – and all our guests!
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:
Monday, December 24 - 9:00 am (NO 7:00 am)
Christmas Eve Vigil - 4:00 pm - Church, 4:00 pm - Msgr. Leonard Hall, 6:00 pm - Church, Midnight - Church
Tuesday, December 25—Christmas Day— 8:00am, 10:00am, 12:00 noon
LET THERE BE LIGHT: These days of the year are the shortest and the nights are the longest. But thankfully, through
the generous donation of parishioner Dominic Carapella and the super time and talent generosity of his brother and fellow
parishioner, John Carapella – Curé has more light than ever this Christmas! Perhaps you noticed the new lighting (LED)
lights in the sanctuary and in the transepts of the church. All that is thanks to the “The Carapella’s!” Thank you, John and
Dominic! … Thanks also to PSE&G for installing lights on the Merrick Avenue and Hewlett Avenue poles for safety and
security. Light enhancements can also be noticed on the flagpoles and walkways. The Midnight Mass reading from Isaiah
befits the campus – “The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light..”

MERRY CHRISTMAS! Long before there was any question about the political correctness of wishing others a “Merry
Christmas,” the pastor of the parish of my youth took the occasion every year of telling us why he preferred to wish
everyone a “Happy Christmas.” He’d point out that we never wish anyone a “Merry Easter” and would question whether
this adjective for Christmas, dating back to the 17th century, was the best one for us to use today. The first printed
Christmas card (1843) wished recipients a “Merry Christmas” but in 1823, at the end of A Visit From St. Nicholas
(“Twas the night before…), Clement Moore’s Santa wished all a “Happy Christmas...e’re he drove out of sight.”
The history, then, is mixed. Both “merry” and “happy” seem too light and fail to hear the weight of this day’s substance.
(In a homily last year, I suggested wishing folks a Righteous Christmas!) So what kind of Christmas do we hope and pray
our family and friends will have?
My prayer is that you’ll have a Joyful Christmas: a Christmas rooted in the serenity that deep faith provides, strong enough
to survive the disappointments and sorrows life delivers to our doorstep and exuberant enough to celebrate life’s happiest
times. May the birthday of Christ touch you with deep joy...
And I pray that you’ll have a Peaceful Christmas, the peace the world is so clearly unable to give itself: the peace that
broken hearts long for; the peace that’s ours to share with one another in forgiveness, kindness and charity; the peace that
might end wars and bind nations together. May the birthday of Christ sow seeds of peace in your heart…
Finally, I pray that you have a Hopeful Christmas. So much in the world (and the church!) around us encroaches on our
capacity to hope: there’s a spirit abroad that seems intent on draining the beauty and poetry from our lives while our ever
burgeoning knowledge robs us of awe and reverence before the mystery of life, of love and of God. May the birthday of
Christ renew and refresh hope in your heart…
So I wish you a Joyful, Peaceful, Hopeful—and Righteous—Christmas! And should your Christmas be merry and happy,
too—all the better!

Fr. Frank
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Mass Intentions

Pray For Our Sick

For the week of December 8th

Names submitted by immediate family members only
will remain on this list for 6 weeks. Thank you.
Jake Lonigro, Daniel James, Linda Janas,
Robert & Louise Munz, Ralph G. Caso, Jr.,
Kathleen Ursino, Denise Paul, Leo Paladino

Drink from the cup
of salvation
Saturday, December 22

Rest in Peace

8:30am - Jason Jimenez
5:00pm - Vincent & Rose Darpino

Frank V. Tusa, Charles E. Holden

Sunday, December 23
7:30am - Parishioners of Curé of Ars
9:30am - Mary & Bill Clement
11:30am - May & Alfred Laurino
& Frances & Thomas McCann
1:00pm - Vocations, Ellen Woodbury, Olga Escobar,
Giuseppa Nicotra, William Sadlier Dinger,
Denise Gonzalez, Lawrence T. Carlson

Altar Candles
Christopher Knoth By: Grandma Chris & Pop

Eucharistic Bread & Wine–Sunday
Adam Hicks By: Kathy & Barry Hicks

Monday, December 24
9:00am - (NO 7:00am) - Parishioners of Curé of Ars

Christmas Eve Vigil
4:00pm - Church - Parishioners of Curé of Ars
4:00pm - MLH - Parishioners of Curé of Ars
6:00pm - Church - Parishioners of Curé of Ars
Midnight - Church - Parishioners of Curé of Ars

Tuesday, December 25—Christmas Day
8:00am - Parishioners of Curé of Ars
10:00am - Parishioners of Curé of Ars
12:00 noon - Parishioners of Curé of Ars

Wednesday, December 26
7:00am - Margaret Baxter
9:00am - Vocations, Kathleen Duffy, Angela Avolio

Thursday, December 27
7:30am - Orville Wright
9:00am - Ivan Pamic

Friday, December 28
9:00am - Janet Etzkorn

Saturday, December 29
8:30am - Howard Simmons
5:00pm - Frank Bonora

Sunday, December 30—New Year’s Eve
7:30am - Margaret Becker
9:30am - Paul Zumbo
11:30am - Parishioners of Curé of Ars
1:00pm - Vocations, Grazia Patti, Margaret Meehan,
Mildred Collins, Carl Marchetti,
Denise Koegel, Joan Stanton, Barbara Foley
Pope Francis’ Intention for December, 2018
Evangelization: In the Service of the Transmission of Faith
That people who are involved in the service and transmission of
faith may find in their dialogue with culture a language
suited to the conditions of the present time.

Eucharistic Bread & Wine–Week
Jack Gormley By: Peg Gormley

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5,
27, 29; Lk 1:67-79
Tuesday:
Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29;
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25 [18-25]
Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3, 11-13;
Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Day: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1-6; Heb 1:1-6;
Jn 1:1-18 [1-5, 9-14]
Wednesday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab,
16bc, 17; Mt 10:17-22
Thursday: 1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Friday:
1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35
Sunday:
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28;
Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21
[12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Vigil of Christmas
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
St. Stephen; First Day of Kwanzaa
St. John
The Holy Innocents
Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity
of the Lord; St. Thomas Becket

Wedding Banns
3rd Time: Meghan Marie O’Connell, St. Mary’s
Long Beach & Brendan Thomas O’Regan, Curé of Ars
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Welcome!
Our pastor, Msgr. Francis J. Caldwell, his brother priests,
Fr. Henry Leuthardt, Fr. Zachary Callahan, and our
Pastoral Team welcome you to Curé of Ars. If you are
visiting us for the first time, you are our honored guests
and we pray that you will consider making Curé of Ars
your church home. We are here to assist you in your
spiritual growth and maturity as together we give glory to
God through our worship, prayer and service in the name
of Jesus Christ. We are committed to the fullness of
Roman Catholic teaching and to the promise of salvation
that the Church offers to all believers. May God
accomplish a great work in you among us.

Parish Registration - We welcome all new members
of our parish family. We ask all parishioners to
welcome and invite new neighbors and their families
to become a part of Curé of Ars. Parish Registration
booklets are available in the Rectory and at the doors
of the Church. Once completed, please submit your
form to the Rectory so we can finalize your
registration process. You will receive a visit from a
Parish Welcoming Committee member shortly
thereafter.
Baptism - Parents wishing to present a child for
Baptism should be registered members of Curé of Ars
Parish. Parents are required to have a Baptism
Preparation Interview with a member of the Pastoral
Team and attend a Baptism Class. Please call the
Rectory for an appointment. Baptisms usually take
place on the first and third Sundays of the month from
2:30pm - 3:30pm.
Marriage - Those wishing to be married in Curé
should consult with a member of the Pastoral Team
before any other arrangements are made. A minimum
of six months is needed for marriage preparation. PreCana and FOCCUS are required for all couples.
Weddings may be scheduled on Fridays at 5:30pm (or
an agreed upon time), on Saturdays at 11:15am,
1:00pm or 2:30pm and Sundays at 4:00pm.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) An ongoing process of formation for those who ever
wonder if they should become “Catholic”. If interested
please call for a meeting with a member of the Pastoral
Team.
Mission Statement - We welcome all and exclude none,
as we are inspired by the wisdom of our
patron, St. John Vianney, the Curé of Ars,
who said: “This is our glorious duty, to
pray and to love.” Therefore, we are
committed to continue the mission of
Jesus Christ, to proclaim the Gospel and
love one another as He loves us.

December 23-25, 2018

Stewardship
It is everything we do after we say we believe.
Tithing: God’s Plan for Giving
Stewardship - A Way of Life
Tithing Income: December 16, 2018 $12,176.00
December 17, 2017 $13,049.00
Kids for Kids
December 16, 2018 $ 175.00
Bulletin Reflection: The Gospel today tells of the
Virgin Mary, pregnant herself, hurrying off to help her
cousin Elizabeth. The model of good stewardship, she
who had given herself to bear the Savior, gave her time
and love to others as well.
Living Stewardship: We are grateful this week for all
stewards in our parish who have the courage to follow
the example of Mary by listening to God’s voice and
saying “yes” to the tasks to which they have been called.

Eucharistic Adoration
Jesus is inviting you to spend some quiet time
with Him. If you are interested in
becoming a regular adorer please contact Pat
Krug at 359-7404 and sign up for the time
slot of your choice. Adorers needed:
Mondays: 1-2pm, 2-3pm, 3-4pm,
Tuesdays: 11pm-12midnight;
Thursdays: 2-3am; Fridays 1-2am
Looking for either regular or substitute adorers. Please
consider making a commitment. Time spent in Eucharistic Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is special
heart-to-heart time with Jesus. It will change your life.

Due to your generosity, our “Pledged” total and
“Needed to reach goal” show that we are at 73.4% of
our goal! Sincere thanks! Every dollar over 80%
comes back to our parish. Please help reach our goal!

2018 Catholic Ministries Appeal
Curé of Ars 2018 Goal
Pledged to date
Needed to reach goal

$115,900.00
$ 85,040.17
$ 30,859.83

Curé of Ars
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C.A.R.E.

Parish Social Ministry
Lisa Hudson, 623-1400, Ext. 108
E-Mail: lhudson@cureofarschurch.org

Lee Hlavacek, 623-1400, Ext. 109
email: lhavacek@cureofarschurch.org

Initiation

Formation

December 23-25, 2018

Witness

The C.A.R.E. Office wishes all of our parish family—our
“partners in faith”—a very blessed, holy & joyous
Christmas & a happy, healthy, faith-filled New Year!
Family Prayer: Our Grade 3 students request that all
families pray the Our Father each day asking that every
heart be open to God’s love so that the world can be filled
with peace and joy!
There will be no classes and the C.A.R.E. Office will be
closed from Friday, December 21st through Tuesday,
January 1st.
Faith formation classes resume on
Wednesday, January 2nd.
Reminders:
*Parents of 2nd Graders preparing to receive
Reconciliation in February, your attendance at one of the
following prep meetings in Msgr. Leonard Hall is
required.
Monday, Jan. 7th 1:30 p.m. or 4:15 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 10th 1:30 p.m. or 4:15 p.m. or 7:30 p.m.

EXPERIENCED REGISTERED NURSE is seeking
a position in the Merrick-Bellmore area
Monday thru Friday, 8am-5pm as a health
care provider. If you or someone you know
needs a caretaker, please call Lisa Hudson at
Ext 108.

HOMEBOUND: Do you know someone who is
homebound and lonely? Please let us know so we
can reach out to them in the spirit of Christ. We
can visit, transport them to doctors' appointments
and even food shop. Call Parish Social Ministry.

APARTMENT NEEDED: A lovely parishioner is in
need of a ground floor apartment with use of
a washer and dryer. Please contact Lisa if
you have anything available.

Respect Life March
Save the Date: Friday, January 18th - Please join members
of Curé of Ars and the Diocese of Rockville Centre for the
annual Respect Life March in Washington D.C. If you are
interested in participating, Our Holy Redeemer will have a
Mass at 5 AM, with the bus leaving immediately
thereafter. Please call the rectory to sign up.

Curé of Ars CYO
cureofarscyo@yahoo.com
www.cureofarschurch.net/cyo.html
Boys/Girls Winter Track
Sign ups for 2019 Indoor Track have begun.
Track is an excellent non-contact sport for all
kids. CYO track is for boys and girls in grades 1-8.
Practice sessions are Saturday mornings at 8 AM
at various locations. We participate in three meets, one
each in January, February and March.
For registration form email cure.cyo.track@gmail.com.
All Catholic youth in grades 7 through 12 who live in the
Diocese of RVC and/or attend Catholic elementary schools,
high schools or parish programs are invited to participate.
Contest
Deadline
Monday,
January
25,
2019.
All finalist entries chosen from schools and parish programs
must be accompanied by the registration form (found at
respectlife.drvc.org/contest/) signed by a parent or guardian,
postmarked by January 25th, and mailed to the Respect Life
Office at 50 North Park Ave, Rockville Centre, NY, 11571.
The 2019 Respect Life Office Youth Contest winners will be
announced on Monday, March 18, 2019 on the Respect Life
Office website.

Curé of Ars
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Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton
We are a Regional Catholic School serving
2341 Washington Ave.
our five parishes: St. Barnabas, Cure of Ars,
Bellmore, NY 11710
St. Raphael, St. Frances de Chantal, and Sacred Heart.
516-785-5709 www.steas.com

Curé of Ars
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Weekly Reflection
As a mother, I remember well those first fleeting taps
that signaled the kicks of my growing baby and knowing
that one day, soon, the baby would arrive. After all the
preparation and waiting, we would welcome an
everyday miracle into a home that would perhaps never
be truly ready enough.
This Advent, we hear once more how Elizabeth
greeted Mary, and we feel the Christ child move,
already within us through the grace of baptism. Christ
quickens within us in anticipation as we clean, shop,
bake, write cards or emails, and wrap gifts. But
sometimes we feel like the child is not leaping with joy
but rather lagging a little. We miss loved ones and are
burdened by imperfect relationships. We can feel that no
matter how hard we work, something is lacking. And it
is so easy to become caught up in the material aspects of
the season. We forget that all we need to do is be ready.
We are so close to the fulfillment of the promise
contained in today’s readings. What does fulfillment
mean for us? For Elizabeth, it meant she was assured of
God’s blessing. This Christmas, may we also lay claim
to that promise and may we all find some small
moments to leap for joy.
Maureen Wicken

Living with Christ

December 23-25, 2018

IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER =
GREAT OPPORTUNITY
UNDER NEW TAX LAWS
Whether you itemize or not in
2018, this unique opportunity
allows you to make a charitable
contribution through a direct IRA
transfer while reducing your
adjusted gross income.
If you would like to make a gift to
Curé of Ars Parish using your IRA and if:
1. You are at least 70½ years old on the date you make
your gift.
2. Your IRA is a traditional (some Roth IRA’s may
qualify).
3. You don’t exceed your personal maximum of $100,000
per year in qualified charitable distributions.
You will not have to report your distribution as income.
It will be free of Federal and New York State income
tax, and it will count toward your required minimum
distribution (RMD).
The best way for you to start is with your IRA custodian.
Tell them you want to make a “qualified charitable
distribution.” In most cases, you will only have to fill out a
simple form.
VERY IMPORTANT!! Your gift must go directly from
your IRA to our Parish. If you receive the money first
then you’ll be taxed on it like any other distribution.
Bill has a $125,000 in a traditional IRA and would like to
contribute $5,000 as his yearly gift to his Parish. Upon
hearing of the Charitable IRA Rollover opportunity, he
directs the custodian of his IRA to transfer this amount not
later than December 31, 2018 directly to the Parish as the
family’s 2018 gift. He will not be subject to income tax on
the $5,000 donation.
This information is not intended and should not be
construed as legal, tax or investment advice. For such
advice, please consult an attorney, tax advisor or
investment professional.

Website
In case you forget to take a bulletin, you can
check out our Curé of Ars website.
Web address: www.cureofarschurch.org.

Curé of Ars
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You Are Invited...
...TO JOIN
THE WEDDING REHEARSAL MINISTRY
The Wedding Rehearsal Ministry invites you to join us in
assisting engaged couples with their wedding rehearsal.
We meet with the engaged couple and their bridal party in
the church, on the evening of the rehearsal, for
a walk-through of the ceremony. The time
commitment is about an hour and a half.
As a member of the ministry, you will be
provided with a list of rehearsal dates and times, and
asked to select the evening you would like to volunteer.
We work in pairs and training is provided.
The rehearsals are a joyful time for the engaged couple
and their family.
It is our goal to ensure that each
wedding is a beautiful celebration of the Sacrament. If
you would like to join us, please call Mary Re at
516-623-5378.
“Thou shalt not kill.” - God
As Catholics, we are bound
to uphold God’s natural law,
defending life “From the
womb to the tomb.”
Therefore, please continue to
pray for unborn life and for
the mothers.

Curé of Ars
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Cry for Life

The Night Before Christmas
‘Twas the night before Christmas,

Mothers’ Group
Come Join Merrick’s Best Kept Secret…
Join us, The Curé of Ars Mothers' Group,
for coffee, snacks, prayers, fellowship, and
laughter. Our goal is to offer support to
each other in a caring, relaxing, nonjudgmental environment. Feel free to stop
by and see what we are all about. We meet
every Monday when school is in session - 10am to
11:30am in the Conference Room in the school building.
We have experienced babysitters available to watch
toddlers in a safe and enjoyable playroom. Moms of
infants are encouraged to bring their infants to the meeting
as well. All moms are welcome!

God glanced over the earth.
He looked to and fro, all over its girth.
“They missed it again,” He said with a sigh,
A heavy heart and a tear in His eye.
I gave them My Son, so they could be free.
My greatest gift, to them from Me.
They traded Me in for a man in red.
A little tree and horse drawn sled.
How do I save them, and make them see.
My love is complete, My grace is free.
How do I help them when all they know,
Is a talking snowman, and a box with a bow.
Maybe next year, they will stop and see,
The biggest gift of Christmas
Is the little child from Me.

Curé of Ars
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Vianney Fifty
Fifty--Plus Club

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Wed, Jan. 2 - 1pm - Msgr. Leonard Hall - Bingo
5 games @ $2 per card.

Our next Prayer Shawl Ministry meeting will be on Monday, January 7, at
7pm in the Conference Room. For
more info, please contact Joan Ryan at
516-316-7648. If you or someone you
know who is in the hospital or nursing
home, or suffering in some way, and
might draw comfort from receiving a prayer shawl,
please call the rectory at 623-1400 and we will gladly
provide one.

Wed, Feb. 6 - 1pm - Msgr. Leonard Hall—Presentation by
Graham Webb, MSPT—”What is Physical Therapy?
A Healthcare discussion focused around people.”
Sunday, Feb. 10 - 2pm SAVE THE DATE!
Msgr. Leonard Hall - Annual Snowflake
Luncheon - $25/pp. Choose entrée when you
sign up—Stuffed Flounder, Chicken Marsala,
Roast Sirloin of Beef.

Vianney Sunshine Club
Monthly Raffle Society

Twenty-one members are due for renewal in
December. A drawing was held on December 21.
Winners will be listed in the Bulletin of January 6.
We are happy to announce that the Club has made a
one-time Christmas contribution to our parish in the
amount of $8,000.

Join the Sunshine Club
The Vianney Sunshine Club was formed in 1994 with a
mission to raise funds for our parish, while at the same
time conducting a monthly raffle. It is NOT a social
club. There are no meetings. One-half of the money
collected in dues is given to the church and one-half is
used for prizes. Drawings are held at the end of each
month. You can win $250, $125, $75, $50 or a 3-month
membership extension. Winners are listed in the Church
Bulletin. Membership forms are at the entrances of the
Church. Questions? Call Dom at 516-223-2264.

Attention All Parish Volunteers!
For all volunteers of our parish who work in any ministry,
you are required to take a VIRTUS session about protecting
God’s children. Sessions are held throughout the diocese.
If you’ve never taken VIRTUS, please register for a session
at www.virtus.org.

Trying to Adopt?
For those of you trying to adopt a child, one of our
parishioners adopted a baby through the following
agency and they had nothing but rave reviews about
them. The agency is: The Adoption Alliance. Contact
the director, Staci, at www.adoption-alliance.com or
call 1-800-626-4324.

Our Lady’s Rosary Makers
Our next Rosary Makers Ministry
meeting will be on Thursday,
January 17th from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in
the Conference Room. Come change
the world, one rosary at a time.
All materials supplied and take home
packets are plentiful. Questions:
please call Jane @ 516-771-8469.

St. Monica’s Parent Intercessory Group
This is a Parent Intercessory Group
that prays for their children under the
patronage of St. Monica who prayed for
her son, St. Augustine, for 30 years.
Augustine was lost in a life of selfindulgence and sin. Her prayers brought
him to God and the Church and helped
to lead him to a life of holiness, priesthood and sainthood.
She is a powerful intercessor for us in heaven. This group
is for all parents, dads, moms, grandparents, etc. Their focus is praying for children. They meet the 2nd and 4th
Thursdays of each month at 7:30pm in the Rectory Lower
Level. (Please use the side entrance.)

St. Hildegard Light of Hope
Light of Hope is a prayer group consecrated to
St. Hildegard of Bingen through the Blessed Mother. St.
Hildegard composed prayers specifically dedicated to
healing and good health. This group offers fellowship and
prayer for all those suffering physical illness and/or physical disability for themselves and/or loved ones. Praying for
the sick is a spiritual work of mercy. All are welcome to
join this intercessory prayer group which meets the first
Sunday of each month
at 12:30pm in the
CONFERENCE ROOM.

Curé of Ars
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Couldn’t have said it better myself
Dear parents at Christmas, a letter from a teacher.
I know at this time of year there is pressure to create a
perfect magical Christmas. I know that you want to give
them the magic of Santa and ensure he brings the best gifts
and sometimes that means a bit of stress for you, but I’m
writing to tell you a secret. I’m writing to tell you that
every January when your child comes back to school they
tell me all about the Christmas holidays. They tell me
about the days when everyone stayed indoors and watched
TV. They tell me about the walk in the freezing cold to get
a McDonald’s. They tell me about staying at Grandma’s
and then being excited when you came back from work.
They tell me about how you let them snuggle in your bed.
They tell me how you played cards and took them
swimming one day and forgot their towel. They tell me
about a visit to a friend’s on New Year's Eve and how they
stayed up to midnight. Thy tell me how they loved staying
in their PJ’s some days and a trip out another day. They
mention their gifts, but for them Christmas is you and your
love and time and routines and feeling safe. You are their
favorite thing!
Merry Christmas!

Spend

Catholics for Freedom of Religion
Focus on Religious Freedom
www.cffor.org
“O Come let us adore Him”
in a manger, come to save us
Christ the King
God’s gifts to each man…life, liberty and the
freedom to choose to follow Him
 America’s promise to each citizen…the freedom
to follow one’s conscience and practice one’s faith
in service to God


not

Homebound EMs Needed!
The faithful who are homebound are deprived of their
rightful and accustomed place in the Eucharistic
community. In bringing communion to them the Minister
of Communion represents Christ and manifests faith and
charity on behalf of the whole community toward those
who cannot be present at the Eucharist. The reception of
communion is not only a privilege but also a sign of
support and concern shown by the Christian community for
its members who are homebound.
If you would like to join this very important ministry and
become a Eucharistic Minister to the homebound, please
email Fr. Frank at Pastor@FatherFrank.org or call 516-623
-1400 Ext. 103.

Accommodations for the Disabled
Curé of Ars provides these accommodations for
people with disabilities: space for wheelchairs, scooters,
etc., seating for those accompanying them in the last pew
in the right wing of the church, a ramp and automatic
doors located at this side entrance for accessibility into the
church, headsets for those who need hearing amplification,
large print missalettes, and an accessible restroom to the
right of the lobby.

Merry Christmas from
Catholics for Freedom of Religion

Retrouvaille Weekend
You Can Help Heal Your Marriage
Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each
other? Do you argue or have you just stopped talking to
each other? Does talking about it only make it worse?
Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult times in their
marriages. This program has helped thousands of couples
worldwide experiencing ALL TYPES of marital
difficulties.
For confidential information about the Retrouvaille
program, or to register for the upcoming weekend that
begins on Friday, January 18-20, 2019,
please call 1-800-470-2230 and you will be connected
directly and confidentially to a couple from
Long Island/Metro Retrouvaille who can help.
Location:
Immaculate Conception, Huntington, NY
440 West Neck Road
Huntington, NY 11743
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Curé of Ars
Looking for a Miracle?

December 23-25, 2018

Men of the Curé of Ars

Well, so is
Venerable Father
Anthony Vincent Gallo

Diocesan Priest
Oblate of the Congregation of the
Priests of the Sacred Heart
Montfore Irpino: 11 January 1899 - 2 May 1934
For more information please visit: www.fathergallo.com.

If God is calling YOU or
someone you know to be a priest, call
516-678-5800 X 214

OR send your name, age and
telephone number to:
Father Joseph Fitzgerald,
Vocations Director
Diocese of Rockville Centre
P. O. Box 9023, Rockville Centre, NY 11571

Help Needed For FOCCUS
FOCCUS is an assessment tool that the diocese
employs to look into an engaged couples’ readiness
for marriage. It is generally given before Pre-Cana
sessions begin. The results of the questionnaire are
tallied and the couple then meets with someone to
discuss those results. It is not a “test” to be passed or
failed, but simply a series of questions on different
topics related to married life. It is designed, along with
Pre-Cana, to be thought-provoking, bringing up areas
of discussion the couple may not have previously
considered. Hopefully, engaged couples find the
process fun and eye-opening. The parish is in need of
married couples who would be willing to take the
diocesan training to become FOCCUS facilitators to
meet with engaged couples. No special expertise is
needed, just a willingness to listen and share some life
experience. Please speak to Father Frank if you are
interested.
Speaking of Pre-Cana, at the ministry fair last June,
the Pre-Cana ministry had a sign-up sheet at their
table. A few people expressed interest in the ministry.
Unfortunately, the sheet has been misplaced.
Apologies for not getting back to you! If you signed
the sheet, please leave your information at the rectory.
Thank you!

Lighthouse CDs
Enrich
your
understanding
and
celebration of the Advent season. The
Lighthouse Catholic Media kiosk in the
lobby has titles by Venerable Fulton J.
Sheen, Scott Hahn, Fr. Larry Richards and Fr.
Shannon Collins.
Each CD is $4.00 or three for $10.00. They are not
free. The proceeds benefit the Parish and help bring
new titles from renowned Catholic speakers.

Spirituality for Singles
Monthly Singles Gathering
Saturday, January 5, 2019, 8:30PM
St. Aidan Parish, 510 Willis Ave., Williston Park
Our Monthly gathering for singles;
discussion and socialization.
This Gathering will feature
a guest musical performance.
Ages 35+; $5.00 donation
- snacks, pizza and beverages will be served.
Contact: Ray (516) 561-6994 or
spiritualityforsingles@gmail.com

Curé of Ars
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December 23-25, 2018

Camp Fatima/Camp Bernadette
Camp Fatima for boys and Camp
Bernadette for girls are now accepting
registrations for the 2019 summer season.
The camps located in the Lakes Region of
NH, offer 2-week overnight sessions for
children, ages 6-15.
Round trip bus
transportation is available out of Long
Island. For more information or to request a brochure,
contact Brendan Stackhouse at 603-364-5851 or email
Brandan@bfcamp.com, or visit and register online at
www.bfcamp.com. Please don’t wait as sessions fill
quickly. The gift of a summer camp experience could be
the ideal Christmas present for your child or grandchild.

Perpetual Intentions
Have you ever considered lighting a candle for your
loved ones? This candle remains lit for
your special Perpetual Intention that the
candle represents, every day for one
year. The priests and parishioners will
also pray for your intention during our
Sunday and weekday Masses here at Curé
of Ars. The candle can also be purchased for any prayer intention: conversions, memorials, in thanksgiving, for special intentions or occasions. See the forms in the rack hanging
on the wall by the Perpetual Intention candles in
the church lobby.

Soundview Pregnancy Services
The mission of Soundview Pregnancy Services is to
uphold the sanctity of human life by providing emotional,
practical and spiritual support to those facing an
unplanned pregnancy. Soundview is a pregnancy medical
clinic and is also Christ centered. We are 100% pro-life.
Our services include: pregnancy tests, ultrasounds,
parenting education classes, lay counseling, post abortive
recovery counseling & classes, medical and community
referrals, church youth group workshops and more.
All our services are free and confidential. For more
information, to volunteer or to donate, please go to:
www.FriendsofSoundview.org. Our organization is a
501(c)(3) Non-profit.
Contact info:
1975 Hempstead Turnpike, Suite 304, East Meadow
516-430-7990. julie@soundviewpregnancy.com.
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you
were born I set you apart.”
- Jeremiah 1:5

Mary’s Legion of Prayer
Do
you
want
a
closer
relationship with Our Lady?
Please consider joining Mary’s
Legion of Prayer at Curé of Ars!
Have you ever wondered why
some of the greatest saints of our
time such as St. John Vianney, St.
Padre Pio, St. Pope John Paul II
and St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta had such a strong
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary?
Do you have a desire to become closer to Jesus? Did you
know that devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary is the
closest and fastest way to her Son, Jesus? This group,
inspired by Our Lady, meets weekly to provide
intercessory prayer for priests, religious, and all who need
prayer.
There is no cost to join. Meetings will be held in the
Divine Mercy Chapel after the 8:30 am Mass every
Saturday. For more information, please call June Stoyer at
516-847-2088.

SCHEURER MONUMENTS

ROSE FENCE, INC

“Love Thy Neighbor"

Est. 1855 • Open 7 Days
23 Post Ave., WESTBURY, NY 11590
(Opposite Holy Rood Cemetery)
Serving All Cemeteries

PVC • Custom Wood • Chain Link
Aluminum Estate Fence • Stockade
345 West Sunrise Hwy.

(516) 223-0777

Repair & Cleaning

Monuments, Lettering & Mausoleums
Kevin & Colleen Hanrahan
333-0251

PAT DOLAN PLUMBING

Fireside Catholic Heritage
Edition Bible

Licensed Master Plumber
24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

7 9 8 - 8 9 43

The Catholic Heritage Edition in the New American
Bible Revised Edition translation is the ideal Catholic
Family Bible.

Features: Our Catholic Family, Family Record
section and Burgundy padded cover with gold-gilded page edges.

Only $69.99 post paid

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc.
200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704
Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost of
_________ (quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post
paid to:
Name _____________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___________ Zip _____
Licensed Master Plumber
Serving the community
since 1990

All Plumbing Repairs

All Bathroom Leaks
Special discount for all
veterans and
military families

19 Merrick Ave., Suite 201
Merrick, NY 11566
mark.labib@homeinsteadnassau.com
In-Home Care Services

516-796-2100

• Companionship • Errands
• Meal Preparation
• Transportation
• Light Housekeeping
• Dementia/Alzheimer’s Care
• Medication Reminder

Call us today at 516-826-6307

Spanish Bible
Latinoamericana
Translation

Vist Our New Home: 2036 Bellmore Ave., Bellmore

Nuestra Biblia Católica Familiar

This deluxe padded cover Bible is a classic
Spanish Edition featuring the popular Catholic
Latinoamericana translation.
Features: Gold-gilded pages, Scripture Readings for Our Wedding
Day, Padded covers and gold embossing, Stories of Christmas and
Easter and Presentation page
Burgundy padded cover........................... $56.99 post paid

785-0349

www.islandgreenery.net

C/O The Church Bulletin, Inc. • 200 Dale Street • W. Babylon, NY 11704

Enclosed please find check/money order for $ ______ to cover the cost of
____(quantity) copies of the Fireside Family Bible, to be shipped post paid to:
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
City ______________________________ State ____________ Zip _______

Landscape Design
Maintenance
Programs
Complete Nursery
Masonry

$2 OFF Propane
Refill With This Ad
TRUE:

George Holub, Computer Surgeon

Cellphone: (631) 236-3119

The Computer Surgeons

“We Make Your Computer
Healthy Again”
PO Box 13141, Hauppauge, NY 11788
(631) 240-4600
Fax (631) 242-8084
www.thecomputersurgeons.com

The Parishioners of Curé of Ars R.C. Church
Thank These Advertisers
For Making Our Bulletin Possible

Nassau property taxes
are among the highest
in the country.

FALSE:
There’s nothing
you can do about it.

Sign up today. It only takes seconds.
Apply online at mptrg.com/bulletins
or call 516.479.9170 Hablamos Español
Maidenbaum Property Tax Reduction Group, LLC – 483 Chestnut Street, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
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Merrick Funeral Home
(Since 1899)

2039 Merrick Avenue, Merrick, NY 11566
Danford S. Baxter, Thaddeus W. Baxter & Wayne C. Baxter
James F Gavigan, Manager

J&D

(516) 378-3636
Invitations Etc.

• All Events Invitations & Printed Ribbons
Communion • Shower • Wedding Invitations
Party Favors • Balloons
Calligraphy Service
1752A Merrick Ave., Merrick
jdinvitationsetc@gm ail.com

A Family Owned Funeral Home Tailoring Our Services to Meet Your Family Traditions.

WIWISHING YOU
YOYOU A MERRY
MERRY CHRI
CHRISTTMAS
MAS AANDND A HAPPY
HAPPY HHOLI
OLIDAYAY SEASON
SEASON
from your friends at

N.Y.S. Licensed

(516) 238-1251

Patrick Vitale, LCSW-R, ACSW
INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE & FAMILY THERAPY

100 NORTH VILLAGE AVENUE
SUITE 27
11570
(516) 731-5550
31-5550 ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY(516)
378-9469
(516) 623-3895
2515 N Jerusalem
usalem R
Road
oad
Fax: (516) 623-3415
East Meadow,
w, NY
NY 11554
11554

603 Wantagh
agh Avenue
Ave
A
venue
NY 11793
11793
Wantagh, NY

State Inspection
Complete Automotive Service

OsheaFuneral.com
m

125 E. Merrick Rd., Merrick

FAMILY DENTISTRY

U

Dr. Charles J. Puglisi–Parishioner

1785 Merrick Ave., Merrick, NY
516 - 378 - 1551

Largest Chapel Room in Area

Merrick

516-442-0012

www.allislandfence.com

Merrick Flower Shoppe & Fruiterers
“Flowers For Your Every Need”

54 Merrick Avenue • Merrick, NY 11566

48A Merrick Avenue, Merrick

and Beyond

516-544-6408

grooming and self wash

$10 Off

Parishioner

Ph: 516-378-4309 • FAX 867-6029

Toll Free:1-800-243-4309 Visit Us At. wwwusarose.com

Bones Bath

Priscilla J. Dujardin, CIT, RSSP, CBR
Licensed Real Estate Agent
Notary Public

American Homes
55 Merrick Avenue
Merrick, NY 11566
Cell (516) 366-1142
Office (516) 302-8500
Fax (516) 302-8510
pdujardin@c21amhomes.com
www.c21amhomes.com/
priscilladujardin

Each Office is independently Owned And Operated

Anthony Lerro, LC.S.W.
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FUNERAL HOME
Family to Family Service Since 1914
Todd W Althenn, licensed Funeral Director
& Pre-need Specialist
302 S. Bedford Avenue, Bellmore, N.Y. 11710
Tel: (516) 785-0225 Fax: (516) 785-5406
www.csbartholomewandson.com

31 MERRICK AVENUE
SUITE 130
MERRICK, NY 11566

MERRICK MOTORS

(516) 826-1010
26-1010
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516-378-0303

$5 Off

PSYCHOTHERAPY
Individual • Marital • Family
379-0525 30 Years Experience

HANSE
HANSEN
HANS
EN
$VTUPN$POTUSVDUJPO$P *OD

DONALD R. HANSEN, JR.

“QUALITY WORK AT
AT A FAIR
FAIR PRICE”

(516) 771-7600

Cell (516) 852-8500

Full Grooming Self Wash
New Clients New Clients
Any Day
Any Day
With Ad

La Strada of Merrick
Italian Restaurant

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH
OF MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT

Wood Fired Brick Oven

For Catholic Health Services doctors and
hospitals near you call 855-CHS-4500

Open 7 Days for Lunch & Dinner
Take Out Menu Available
On/Off Premise Catering For All Occasions

A Full Service Electrical Contractor

2100 Merrick Ave., Merrick

516 - 546 - 0700

LaStradaOfMerrick.com

Ample Free Parking in Rear

(516) 867-5488

Carapella
Electric

North of Sunrise Across from Chatterton School

(516) 867-5511

Emergency Service
“No Job Too Small or Too Big”
A Neighbor, Parishioner &
Local Electrician Since 1988
Licensed & Insured
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